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John W. Beardslee, D. D., Pres,
Gerrit

J.

D.,

Koelen, LL.
From

1908. Rev.

the Synod of

Edward
From

1907. Rev.

P. T.

LL,

D., N. Y.
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D.

1).

Syracuse, N. Y.

New Brunswick.

Pockman, D.D.,
From

1907.
1908.
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1910.
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Hope Collge.

New York.

B. Coe, D.D.,

1909. Rev. Philip H. Cole,
From

of the

Pres, of

N-

Brunswick, N.J.

the Synod of Chicago.

d., Holland, Mich.
Jong,
Zeeland, Mich.
Nichols, Roseland,

Rev. Jas. F. Zwemer,
Rev. J. P. He

d.

Elder John F.
111.
Rev. P. Moerdyke, D.
Chicago, 111.
Elder B. Dosker, Grand Rapids, Mich.
Elder J. A. Wilterdink, Holland, Mich.

B.,

From
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Illinois,
“
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“
Pleasant Prairie, “
Iowa,
“
Michigan,
“
Wisconsin,
“
Pella,
“
Dakota,
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TERM EXPIRES.

Matthew Kolyn,
Henry Straks,
George Niemeyer,
A. Van den Berg,
John G. Theilken,
D.
R.

J.

DeBey,

Bloemendal,*
Henry Hospers,

H. J. PlETENPOL,

1996.
1907.
1907.
1908.
1908.
1909.
1909.
1909.
1910.

Officers of the Board.

Rev. Edward B . Coe, D.
Rev. P. Moerdyke, D.

D.,

D.,

* Removed

LL.

-

D.,

from Classis
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President.
Stated Clerk.

REV. JOHN W. BEARDSLEE, D.

D.,

President of the Faculty and Professor of Biblical
Languages and Literatures.
east Twelfth Street.

26

REV. NICHOLAS

STEFFENS, D. D.,
Plistorical Theology. In charge of
M.

Professor of
Antiquitiesand Hermeneutics.
west Eleventh Street.

133

REV. GERRIT H. DUBBINK,

D.

D.

,

Secretary of the Faculty and Professor of Didactic
and Polemic Theology. In charge of
Pastoral Theology.
274

REV.

J.

Maple Street.

TALLMADGE BERGEN, D

.D„

Instructor in Elocution.
18

East Twelfth Street.

Committee on Reception of Students and
Sxaminations.

Rev. Jacob P. De Jong, Rev. James F. Zwemee,
Rev, Albert Van den Berg.
Rev. Ralph Bloemendal,
Rev. Matthew
Pres. G. J. Kollen.

Kolyn.

The Faculty.
5

(S^tudents.

Senior Ctass.

Benjamin

F.

Brinkman, ..................Holland.

Peter Grooters, ...................Boyden, Iowa.
Hope College,1903.

Anthony Karreman,
Hope

Henry Tellman,
A.

J.

....................Holland.
College, 1903.

........................Overisel.
Hope College, 1901.

Van Lummel,

.......................Holland.

Utrecht Gymnasium, 1891.

DdZiddfe Qass,

Jacob G. Brouwer, ...................... Holland.
Hope

Matthias

J-

Duven

College, 1904.

................

Hope

Maurice, Iowa.

College, 1904.

Willis G. Hoekje, .......................Fremont.
Hope College,1904,
J. J.

Hollebrands, ...................Pella, Iowa.
Central University, Iowa, 1904.

John

J. Steketee, .......................
Hope College,1898.

Holland.

John Van Zomeren, .................... Fremont.
Hope College,1904.

Albert A. Wubbena, ................. .Harper.
Hope College,1904.
6

111.

^Junior Ctass

Gerrit Bosch,

............

Hope

Sioux Center, Iowa.

College, 1905.

Philip G. Meengs, .......................Holland.
Moody Bible Institute.

Gerrit

J.

Pennings, ........... Orange City, Iowa.
Hope College,1905,

Martin C. Ruisaard,

..............

Be Motte, Ind.

Hope College,1905.

Willard P. Van der Laan

............

Muskegon.

Hope College,1905.

Cornelius Van der Schoor

........ Grand

Hope College,1905.

Summary.
Seniors ..................... 5
Middles ...................7
Juniors ..................... ^
Total .................. 18
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Rapids.

epartment of instruction.

Sxegeticaf ‘(ofieofogij.

PROFESSOR BEARDS

LEE.

Old Testament.

In the Junior Year special emphasis is placed
on Hebrew Grammar, a thorough knowledge of
Et3'molog3^ and S3rntax being considered necessary to any profitable Exegetical stud3^. Selections from the Penteteuch are read.
In the Middle and Senior Years a brief review
of the work of the Junior Year is conducted, and
the stud3r of forms continued. The Exegetical
work is treated under four departments: Historic, Prophetic, Poetic and Messianic, the effort
being to promote familiarit3? with the different
styles of Hebrew so as to secure a proper basis for
exegesis. Biblical Introduction and Criticism are
continued throughout the course.

New Testament.

The Junior Class is occupied with the Life of
Christ, and with questions connected with the
Gospels.
cal

The Middle and Senior Classes have exegetiwork in Acts and the Epistles. A special study

made of Paul's Missiona^ methods. Romans
and Hebrews are critically treated and other
is

epistles used to illustrate the fundamental questions of doctrine, ethics and church government.
8

In a course on Introduction the various topics relating to textual and higher criticism are pre-

sented.
historical ideology.

PROFESSOR STEFFENS.
In the Junior year the professor of Historical

Theology has to treat several branches, which,
strictly speaking, do not belong to his special
field. The circumstance, that three men have to
divide among themselves the whole field, makes
it necessary that the burden of the professor of
Exegesis be lightened.

Through the whole year Propaedeuticsis
taught, in order to give the students a birdseye
view of the whole field they have to traverse.
In teaching the philosophical foundation of Theology special care is given to this interesting and
necessary study.
During the fall term Biblical Antiquities is
taken up. Special care is taken in order that the
students may have a clear insight into the customs, institutions, the social, civil and religious
life of the Israelitesand, as far as is found necessary, the surrounding nations.
In the winter term Hermeneutics is taken up
in order that the science and art of interpretation
may enable the students to enter intelligently into
the exegesis and exposition of the Holy Scriptures.

Sacred History, which also belongs to Exegetical Theology, is studied through the whole
year. Special attention is given to the character

of Sacred History as compared with universal
history, the history of the people of Israel and the
9

history of the Jewish religion. To a certain extent
the study of chronology, this most unsatisfactory
of the sciences, is taken up, while geography and
other branches of study, of a similar kind, are rel-

egated to Biblical Antiquities.Although the
historical view of the development of the people
of Israel is not neglected, special attention is

given

to the history of revelation. The auxiliary
branches of Egyptology and Assyriology as far as
they bear upon the subject of Sacred History are
not lost sight

of.

The study of Church History begins in the
Middle year. Distinction is made between the
planting of Christianity and the history of the
Church. The sacred character of the former part
is emphasized, in order to comprehend the development of the Church and Church life from its
weak beginnings. The surroundings of the
Church, the condition of the Gentile and the Jewish world, the aggressive and the defensive work
of the Church, and the condition of all the different topics, which generally are studied, form the
work done during this term. It brings the students up to the period of the Reformation.

The studies of the Senior year contemplate
the history of the Church in modern times on the
basis of the Reformation principles. Reformation,
Deformation,Restoration, Modern Development
are the chief topics. Special attention is given
Reformed Church in America and general American conditions of Church
to the history of the

life.

ied,

Text Books are used in all the branches studsupplemented b}1- discussions in the class-

room.

10

Systematic ‘S

dec fogy.

PROP&SSOR DCIBBINK.
Throughout the entire course the student is
referred to Hodge’s Theology and other standard
works. A brief outline is being prepared, by the
professor in charge, specially adapted to the needs
of the students who are expected to use, at least
two languages, the Holland and the English.

The Junior class begins with the study of the
general introductionto s3rstematic theology. This
Ts followed by a special introduction to Dogmatics.
The first year’s course embraces the study of the
history of systematic theology, its auxiliary sciences, the principal non-Christian religions, inspiration, symbolics, etc.

In the Middle year, instruction is given in
Theology Proper, Anthropology and Soterology.

Modern theories of evolution,sin, the person
Christ,

etc.,

of

receive due attention.

In the Senior year, the way, means and consummation of salvation,i.e , Soteriology is the
subject for advance study. After this has been
completed, the whole course is reviewed.

Two hours a week during
three hours a

the Junior year, and
week during the Middle and Senior

years, are devoted to this department.

In Ethics, the Middles and Seniors recite together. Because the fourth chair has not yet
been established, the following practical branches
are taught in connection with this department:
The Junior class studies a text-book on Homiletics, after which they have a practical drill in

writing sermon sketches, and in preaching before
the class and the professor in charge.

The Middle and
gether, study

Senior classes, reciting to-

Church Government, Pastoral The-

ology (including catechetics), take an additional
course in Homiletics, and preach before the students and one of the professors.

PROFESSOR BERGEN
Junior Year — Vocalics, Articulation, and
Expression, with Bible Readings.
Middle Year. — Continued Vocal Drill, with
Bible and Hymn Readings.
Senior

Year. —

Reading and Liturg3r, cover-

ing all the required Liturgy of our Church, continuing their \ ocal Culture. Ten Lectures on
Public Speaking, with the delivery of original
compositions.

12

[

The

information.

Year. —

The Seminary opens on the third

Thursday in September, at 10 o’clock a. m., when
the Committee meets for the reception of Students, and closes on the second Wednesday in May,
with the Annual Commencement, at which addresses are made by two students and a member of
the Board of Superintendentsappointed for the
purpose.

Conditions of Entrance. — Every applicant
required to present a certificate of church membership and one of literary qualifications. One
who has not pursued a regular collegiate course
must give proof by testimonials or examinations
of such literary attainments as will enable him to
profit by the course of study.
Students are accepted from an}* denomination

is

of Christians.

The requirementsof the constitutionin
gard

to

students preparing

for the

ministry

re-

in the

Reformed Church are as follows:
“Every person contemplatingthe work of the ministry, before

commences his

course of Theological studies,shall furnish satis
factory evidenceof his being a member in full communion and good
standing of the Reformed ProtestantChurch, of his piety, ability
and literary attainments;and thereupon shall be admitted into one
of the Theological Schools; and during the prosecution of his studies there, shall be subject to the rules and regulations thereof ; and
when he shall have completed the prescribed course and term of
Theological studies, shall be admitted to an examination according
to the regulations of the School as established bj' the General Synod
and if found qualified,shall receive a ProfessorialCertificateto that
effect, which shall entitle him to ati examination for licensure before
the classisto which he belongs.”..Constitution,Art. II, Sec. 2.
lie

;

Examinations. — At the close of the }'ear a
of all the classes, and on all

written examination

13

the branches of study, is held before a Committee
of the Board of Superintendents, on Thursday and
Friday before Commencement, at 9 o clock a. m.,
and this is followed by an oral examination before
the full Board on the Tuesday and Wednesday of

Commencement week. Special written examinamidwinter as the work requires.
Beneficiary Aid. — Instructionis entirely
gratuitous. Young men are aided by the Board of
Education as their circumstances require and the
funds admit, not only while in the Seminary, but
tions are held in

in the College studies preparatory to entering it.
Rooms are provided in Van Vleck Hall, and board
can be obtained in the city or at the students'
clubs at from $1.75 to $2.50 per week.

Mission Work. — A study of Missions is included in the regular work of the Seminary. The
students and Faculty together support two native
workers in India. A weekly prayer meeting does
much to stimulate a deep interest in missions.
Mr. Peter Semelink has established a Scholarship
of $2,000, the income of which is to be paid to a
student in the Seminar}^, preferenceto be given to
one looking forward to the Foreign Missionary
Work.

The Adelphic Society, — a gathering of Professors and Students, is held every Tuesday evening at the home of one of the Professors.It
stands for social, intellectual and spiritual development. Devotional exercises occupy the first
half hour, essays and general discussions follow,
after which a brief time is spent in social enjoyment. This meeting
attractive features of

one of the most
our Seminary life.
constitutes

14

isioricaL

The intention of the Reformed Church to estalish Educational Institutions which would
provide for her young people in the rapidly-growing West, found expression in Hope College
which was incorporated in the year 1866. Seven
members of the graduating class petitioned the
General Synod for permission to continue their theological studies at the College. Synod granted
the request and arranged for the professors of the
College to give the necessary instruction. In 1867
the Rev. Cornelius E. Crispell was formally elected “Professorof Didatic and Polemic Theology at
Hope College.” and with assistance from the other
professors they were directed to give theological
instruction in connection with their duties in
the College. For a supervising body, Synod divided its Board of Superintendents of the Seminary at New Brunswick, which was composed of one
delegate for each Classis throughout the Church,
into an Eastern and Western Section, the Western to have charge of Theology at Hope College.
In 1869, the class had completed the course and
Synod formally organized the “Western Theological Seminary,” and elected Drs. Van Raalte and
Phelps as additional professors, neither of whom
entered upon the position to which he had been
chosen.
of

The work was greatly embarrassed by the lack
money, and its relation to the Synod was not ac-

cording to the traditions of the Church. This finally led to a suspension of Theology in 1877, Synod

same time emphatically assuring the WestChurches it would gladly resume it as soon as

at the

ern

endowment could be secured.
In 1884, this requirementhaving been met,,
mainly through the sacrifices of the Western
churches, Synod elected the Rev. Dr. Nicholas ML
Steffens as Professor of Didactic and Polemic
Theology r with the Revs Peter Moerdyke and
an

Henry E. Dosker as temporary Lectors. In 1885 a
further advance was made and the complete independence of the Seminary established b}' the appointment of a Board of Superintendents a Faculty under direct supervision of the Synod, and a
course of study similar to that in the Seminary at

New Brunswick.
In 1888, the sj^stem of Lectors was superceded
by the election of a Professor of Biblical Languages
and Exegesis, and the Rev. Dr. John W. Beardslee
chosen to fill the position.

The work continuing to expand, notwithstanding the adverse influences attending it, in 1894 the
Rev. Henry E. Dosker was chosen as Professor of
Ecclesiastical Historjo

As

3'-et

the Seminary having no home, occupied

very unsuitable rooms in a building on the College Campus, original^ built as a residence for
Prof. Oggel, but in 1895, God moved the heart of
Mr. Peter Semelink, of the Vriesland Church, to
erect a fine brick building, furnished with modern conveniences aud containing excellent lecture
rooms, a Chapel and room for a Library. This at
once settled all questions as to the future of the

Seminary, and gave a new impetus to its progress.
This building is located in the center of a large
lot on the south side of Twelfth street, directly opposite the College Campus, and facing the new

Gymnasium and Van Raalte Memorial Hall, a site
beautiful in itself and historically interesting because on it stood the “Orphan House,” erected in
the beginning of the colony as a home for children
whose parents died soon after reaching the settlement.
The maintenance and support of this property has been provided for by the income of a donation of three thousand dollars from the same generous doner. This gift is held in trust, for the aforesaid purpose, by the Council of Hope College at
Holland, Mich.
In 1895 the Rev. Dr. Steffens resigned, and the
Rev. Dr. Egbert Winter was elected as his successor. Dr. Winter resigned in 1904, and the Rev.
Gerrit H. Dubbink succeeded him.
In 1903, Prof. Dosker resigned and the General
Synod with great pleasure elected the Rev. Dr,
Steffens to take his place.

The

total

of graduates from the West
Seminary is one hundred and

number

era Theological
twenty-nine.

<(57z£ J2i6ranj.

The foundation for a suitable Library was laid
when the Rev. Anson Du Bois, D. D., gave $100.00
and sent a collection of books. Later, the family
Rev. Dr. Talbot W. Chambers sent a large
part of his extensive library to the Seminar}'-,and
of the

was supplemented by extensive donations
from the valuable libraries the Rev. Drs. W. RGordon and John T. Demarest. At the General
Synod of 1904, which met in Grand Rapids, a most
this

l?

welcome gift in money was made by its members
which enabled us to purchase many needed volumes and add a little to our Book Fund To
these the widow of the Rev. Eugene E. Thomas
added the well equipped library of her deceased
husband, rich in theologicalliterature of a high
order. The newly orgranized Second Church at
Zeeland, has also made generous additions to our
Fund. Very many others whose gifts have been
thoroughly appreciated have contributed until
now a collection of about 10,000 volumes is secured.
Not3^et having any Library endowment, the kind re-

membrance of our

friends is heartily appreciated.
card catalogue, renders the books easy of access. For general literature the students have
free access to the Graves Library of Hope

A

College.

1

is

Resources.
This Seminary desires to see its teaching force
supported from the income of a limited endowment, and this income supplemented by the perennial contributions of churches and friends.
Hence, we name as our resources, our Endowment

and the Seminary Salary Fund.
We are trying to secure, by the aid of the General Synod’s Agent, the completion of a $100,000

endowment,

viz.:

ENDOWMENT.
$30,000 for the Chair of Didacticand Polemic Theology.
$30,000 for the Chair of Biblical Languages and Literature.
$30,000 for the Chair of Historical Theology.
$10,000 for Incidentals.

Of this

amount $85,000 has been secured, and,

with the exception of $500, all of this endowment
was gathered from churches in the West, in donations ranging from $1.00 to $1,500, and by the
educationalplan of a house to house canvas.
The remaining $15,000 is now being solicited
from friends in the Church at large.

THE SEMINARY SALARY FUND.
Since the re-establishmentof Theological Instruction at Holland, in 1884, all the monies needed for the salaries of the Lectors, temporarily employed, and for the payment in full of the salaries
of the unendowed or partially endowed Chairs,
have all been regularly provided for from the Salary Fund, to which nearly all the Churches in
the West devote an annual free-will offering.

Out of this Fund we expect to pay the salary
of the fourth Professor, when the Synod shall
19

nave
it

filled the Chair of Practical Theology,
recently established in the Seminary.

which

As proof how this Salary Fund is a loving
link between the Seminary and the Churches,
justifies the wisdom of thus investing a part of our Endowment in the affections
of our constituency, it may be stated that this
Fund has grown from $600, to the present income

grows apace, and

of $1,500 annually, and that the amount given
during these twenty years to this Fund, ^supplement the annual income of the Endowment,
now aggregates the grand total sum of $23,000.

THREE OF OUR IMMEDIATE NEEDS.
A Doritta torjr for oar Students,
Residences for oar Professors,
A $5,000 Library Endowment,

$Form of Secjuest.
unto the General Synod of the Reformed Church in
......... ............................... D0lIars, for
tire maintenance and support of the TheologicalSeminary of said
Church, located at Holland, Mich., and they are to invest the
principal and apply the interestto said purpose.
I give

Amenca

OR
I give unto the General Synod of the Reformed Church in
Amenca, ....................................
Dollars for
the establishmentof a Professorship in the Theological Seminary
of said Church, located at Holland, Mich., to be named

20

